Rob Linrothe, Associate Professor Emeritus
Recent fieldwork on both sides of the Nepal-India border region and local news coverage.

In February and March 2025 I engaged in fieldwork in Nepal and in Bihar in northeast India. In
both places, local newspapers sent reporters to cover the visits—slow news days I guess. The
one below was in a Nepalese newspaper, depicting work documenting 9™ to 12t century
sculptures now preserved at a temple in Simraongarh, an old capital of a Mithila (Bihar) dynasty.
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The photo on the right of the article was at the Hariharpur Kaleswanta temple where |
photographed a finely detailed depiction of the emaciated wrathful goddess Camunda.




In Patna, the capital of Bihar state, I visited for the first time the museum in the Department of

Ancient Indian History and Archaeology of the University of Patna. where I was also tailed by a

reporter as some of the professors walked me through sculptures they’d excavated.
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There I measured and photographed a ca. 11" century sculpture of the crowned Buddha
surrounded by episodes in his life, as well as an effigy on the pedestal of the sponsor who
commissioned the sculpture. The Buddha’s head—even the nose—was intact, quite rare.




In Lakhisarai, Bihar, near the south bank of the River Ganga, I visited a school with a 12t
century sculpture of a goddess in the dining hall. Escorted by the Headmistress, and given a tour
of the art studio by the art teacher, we were once again followed by a reporter.
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The goddess holds a child on her lap, and was commissioned by a female sponsor, depicted on
the right side of the pedestal.



I and two advanced archaeology graduate students who accompanied me were also followed by
the reporter and photographer to the village of Uren, which has Buddhist rock carvings and
inscriptions.
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There were a few buildings in the
village that had fragments of sculpture
embedded in the walls to keep them
from being stolen.

We were accompanied in this area by an
armed policeman in camouflage fatigues
(at center below), assigned by the
District Commissioner to escort us as in
past years there had been some
insurrections.




When I went to Jiyar Village near Bihar Sharif with Professor Elora Tribedy of Nalanda
University, we were deluged not by reporters but by curious and watchful villagers. Although at
first suspicious—having had thefts of their precious religious sculptures in the past—they were
soon won over, thanks in part to showing them my Reenchantment book published through
support by the Department and a Warnock Publication grant. Ultimately we were welcomed in
shrines and homes. I once again found several examples of sponsor figures, including couples on
the pedestals of large sculptures in worship.




A visit to a Sun Temple complex of Deo Varunak resulted in a similar scenario—villagers and
the headman-mayor (in the green shirt below) crowded around and were justifiably proud of their
ancestral legacy.

Among the dozens of sculptures preserved, some dated back to the fifth or sixth century (above
left), while a Sun-God attendant on a different sculpture wears a tunic, helmet and boots that
some scholars suggest derived from the images of Persian immigrants to India who were
originally devotees of Mithra, a Zoroastrian Sun God.



