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Winter 2021 ART-HIST 367 MW 12:30-1:50 Zorach

Course Title Degree/Distro Fulfillment
Special Topics in American Art: The Visual Language of Protest Post-1800

The year 2020 has witnessed a series of crises in which
protest has been both effectively and creatively used
and also, at times, demonized. This class examines
themes in the visual language of protest in the United
States since the 1960s, with particular emphasis on
recent political movements and topics that will include
climate change and global climate justice and responses
to police violence, prisons, and antiblackness, and may
also include Indigenous sovereignty, antifascism,
disability and trans rights, activism around Covid19, and
other efforts. We will bear in mind relationships to more
traditional forms of art like painting and sculpture as
well as print media and social media; we will also
discuss theories of collective action and questions of force and violence as well as nonviolence, but
the main focus is on modes of creativity connected to protest. The organizing principle will be
specific tropes and media of protest: for example, tree-sitting, tents and occupations; the
megaphone, sound, and music; bicycles, automobiles, pushcarts, floats, and other vehicles; the mask;
giant puppets; parties and pleasure; coffins, memorials, and the Grim Reaper; stenciling, graffiti,
murals, and mark-making; video and social media; and other modes of performance and strategies for
producing visibility. Class will be held remotely; if possible, we may have one or two optional socially
distanced field trips. Following a short sequence of introductory readings, students in small groups
will participate in researching imagery and themes that they will present to the class as a whole for
group discussion. The final project will involve small groups each making contributions to the curating
of a collective “guidebook” of protest imagery, format to be determined. Work will be assessed both
collectively and individually.

Required Textbooks Assessments

All readings will be available as PDFs. Class participation, small group
presentations, series of draft assignments
leading to final version of written guidebook
entry, and that final version.
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