
NORTHWESTERN

ART HIST 460-0 
Studies in 20th & 21st 
Century Art: Black Printed 
Matters

Professor: Antawan Byrd
Day/Time: Th 2:00p - 4:50p

How have Black artists used or developed print 
forms to advance political interests, combat racial 
and social injustices, and cultivate community? 
How might we historicize the interface between 
art history and Black vernacular print cultures? 
This graduate research seminar explores the 
various ways in which printed matter shaped 
and materially manifested in the practices of 
Black artists during the long twentieth century. 
Topics will include artist/writer collaborations, 
artist’s books, pamphlets and political posters, 
underground activism and publishing networks, 
bookstores and collectives, libraries in and as 
art, etc. We will engage the work of historically 
important presses as well the practices of active 
publishing platforms, including Chimurenga (Cape 
Town), BlackMass Publishing (New York), and 
The Funambulist (Paris).

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK(S):
No Textbook Required

Image: Satch Hoyt (b. 1957). Say it Loud, 2007–2014. Books, 
microphone, step-ladder, audio components & soundscape.

ART HISTORY
2024 WINTER  COURSES

UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: 
Gender Equality, Peace & Justice, Quality Education

WEINBERG DISTRO AREA: N/A

FOUNDATIONAL DISCIPLINES & OVERLAYS: N/A


