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Course Number Course Title

AH 460-0-1 Studies in 20th & 21st Century Art: Aesthetics of Solidarity
Quarter/Year Day/Time Instructor Distro Fulfillment
Winter 2022 | | T2-4:50 p.m. Feldman 20% Century/Non Euro-US

Course Description

This course focuses on connected political and social movements--both
within the MENA region and between movements outside of it--alongside the
aesthetic forms those movements and solidarities produced and sometimes
shared. Specifically, this course helps us think critically about the long history
of solidarity politics and forms as well as their future, and even about the
terms “solidarity” [(«<bd]. and “aesthetics” [<Wwa] themselves.
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What can we learn from historical examples of connected movements in
order to understand the way in which allegiance and disidentification are
articulated through multiple aesthetic platforms and modalities? What can
aesthetics teach us about the possibilities and limits of shared imaginations
and political aspirations? Additionally, we ask how activists, artists, and
scholars mobilize the aesthetic and the linguistic to address tensions in
translocal solidarities between national or local specificities and singularities on the one hand, and shared or
cognate experiences and structures on the other? Are “solidarity” and “aesthetics” even the most accurate or
desirable terms to describe such diverse movements as they exist in the history of connected struggles across
the long 20th century (from third worldism of the mid-century to more contemporary actions such as
DecolonizeThis Place/BDS)?

Our investigations will bring us to study literary texts, manifestos, journals, art works and projects, scholarly
debates, and films emanating from or concerned with the formerly (or still) colonized regions of the Middle
East.

This class includes a professionalization component in that it culminates in a symposium of 20 minute
presentations from all class members, the texts of which are to be handed in for graded assessment which
feeds into final grades, otherwise equally based on class participation and contextual research presentations.
A significant majority of materials will be available in English, but language skills in Arabic and/or French
would be helpful.

Required Textbooks Assessments
None required. To be announced.
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