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Alicia Caticha
Assistant Professor of Art History
Northwestern University
CV as of September 29, 2026
Contact
Kresge Centennial Hall
1880 Campus Drive
Evanston, IL 60202
alicia.caticha@northwestern.edu

Major Professional Interests
Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century European Art, European Sculpture and Decorative Arts, Art and Visual Culture of the French Colonial Empire, Theories of Materiality, Material Culture Studies, Fashion Studies, Study of Popular Culture 
Employment
Assistant Professor (tenure-track), Department of Art History, Northwestern University, 2020 – present
Education
University of Virginia, PhD in Art and Architectural History, 2013-2020
Dissertation Advisor: Sarah Betzer (University of Virginia)
Dissertation: “Étienne-Maurice Falconet and the Matter of Sculpture: Marble, Porcelain, and Sugar in Eighteenth-Century Paris”

New York University, Major in Art History with Highest Honors, 2008-2012 
Minor in French Language and Literature

Fellowships, Awards, and Honors
Karl Rosengren Faculty Mentorship Award, mentor of the best Summer URG project by Alan Silva, Office of Undergraduate Research, Northwestern University, 2026.
Kaplan Institute for the Humanities, Northwestern University, 2025-2026
Center for the Advanced Study in the Visual Arts, Twenty-Four Month Chester Dale Pre-Doctoral Fellow, National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C., 2018-2020
Center for Curatorial Leadership, Mellon Foundation Seminar in Curatorial Practice, 2019
Samuel H. Kress History of Art Institutional Fellowship at the Institut national d’histoire de l’art, Paris, France, 2018-2020 (Declined)
The Decorative Arts Trust Summer Research Grant, 2018
Center for Global Inquiry & Innovation Graduate Student Research Grant, University of Virginia, 2018
École Normale Supérieure Research Fellowship, Paris, France, 2017-2018
Dumas Malone Graduate Research Fellowship, 2017
Teaching Excellence Award, McIntire Department of Art, University of Virginia, 2017
Buckner W. Clay Endowment for the Humanities Fellow at the Institute of the Humanities & Global Cultures, 2017-2018
American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Research Fellow at the Newberry Library, Chicago, 2017
Praxis Fellow in the Digital Humanities at the University of Virginia Scholars’ Lab, 2016-2017
Andrew W. Mellon Summer Institute in Technical Art History for Doctoral Students at New York University, 2016
The University of Virginia Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences (AHSS) Summer Research Award, 2016
Kapp Family Fellowship, McIntire Department of Art, University of Virginia, 2016
Travel Fellowship, Lindner Center for Art History, University of Virginia, 2015
Language Study Grant, Lindner Center for Art History, University of Virginia, 2014
New York University, Deans Undergraduate Research Grant, 2011

Research Support
Book Project, “Sculpting Whiteness in Eighteenth-Century France: Sugar, Porcelain, Marble”
· Kaplan Institute for the Humanities, Northwestern University, 2025-2026
· Northwestern Office of the Provost, Covid-19 Research Recovery Grant, 2023
· Northwestern Office of the Provost, Faculty Writing Retreat, 2025
Myers Symposium: “New Directions in Eighteenth-Century Art, Colonialism, and Empire,” co-organized with Thadeus Dowad, Northwestern University, 2022
· Myers Fund, Northwestern Art History Department ($12,000)

Publications

Monograph under review. Sculpting Whiteness in Eighteenth-Century France: Sugar, Porcelain, Marble.

Forthcoming. “Colonial Trompe-l’oeil: Sugar, Slavery, and Botanical Illustration in the Encyclopédie,” in Material Metamorphosis: Natural Resources, Artmaking and Sustainability in the Early Modern World, edited by Susanna Caviglia and Louise Arizzoli. Turnhout: Brepols, 2027.

“Sugarcoating Slavery: Enslaved Confectioners in Saint-Domingue,” Colonial Networks (March 2026), https://www.colonialnetworks.org/?p=958. 

“Material Masquerade: Porcelain, Sugar, and Race on the Eighteenth-Century French Dining Table,” Art History 47, no. 3 (2024), 572-598. 

 “Some Thoughts on Fashion and Race in the Classroom; or, TikTok, Cottagecore, and the Allure of Eighteenth-Century Empire Style Dress,” Journal18, 13 (2022), http://www.journal18.org/6211. 

“Sculpture and Porcelain Networks in Eighteenth-Century Paris,” French Porcelain Society Journal VIII (2020), 139-161. 

 “Madame Récamier as Tableau Vivant: Marble and the Classical Ideal in Beyoncé and Jay-Z’s Apesh*t,” Journal18 (2020), http://www.journal18.org/4513. 

 “‘Neither Poets, Painters, nor Sculptors’: Classical Mimesis and the Art of Female Hairdressing in Eighteenth-Century France,” Eighteenth-Century Fiction 31, no. 2 (2018-19), 413-438. 

Co-authored with Jordan Buysse, Alyssa Collins, Justin Greenlee, Sarah Mceleney, Joseph Thompson. “Keeping Up with Social Media Ecologies of the Kardashians,” American Quarterly, “Special Issue: Toward a Critically Engaged Digital Practice: American Studies and the Digital Humanities” 70, no. 3 (2018), 609-611. 


Professional Talks

“The Marble Epidermis: Mollesse and the Racialization of Softness in Eighteenth-Century France.” College Art Association Annual Meeting; Panel: “The Materials of Race” (ACRAH). February 2027. 

“The Eighteenth-Century Racial Imaginaries of Marble, Porcelain, and Sugar: Madame du Barry and Zamor at Louveciennes.” Invited lecture, Duke University, November 2026.

“Towards an Eighteenth-Century Phenomenology of Whiteness: Madame du Barry, Zamor, and the Racial Politics of Marble.” Invited lecture, Rice University, October 2026.

“Porcelain: Material Masquerade.” Invited lecture, Hamilton College, March 2025

“Between Pornography and Erotica: Materiality and Liminality in Eighteenth-Century Visual Culture,” co-organized with Anna Ficek (Meadows Museum, Southern Methodist University), American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting, April 2024.

“Rethinking a Wedgwood Creamware Basket or, the Secret History of Sugar Sculpture.” Historians of Eighteenth Century Art and Architecture Meeting, “HECAA@30: Environments, Materials, and Futures in the Eighteenth Century;” Panel: “Indulging the Self, Stimulating the Globe: Chocolate, Sugar, Empire, Enslavement” in conjunction with the RISD Museum Exhibition “Trading Earth: Ceramics, Commodities, and Commerce,” October 2023

“Sculpting Whiteness in Eighteenth-Century France: Marble, Porcelain, and Sugar.” Invited Lecture for the Graduate Course, “French Art, Colonialism, and Enslavement, c. 1660-1830,” Professor Meredith Martin, Institute of Fine Arts, New York University, October 2023

“The Aesthetics of Sugar on the Eighteenth-Century French Dining Table: the Garden Surtout de Table.” Invited lecture, The Antiquarian Society (affiliated with the Art Institute of Chicago), April 2023

“The Aesthetics of Sugar in Eighteenth-Century France.” Invited lecture, Harvard University, Department of History of Art and Architecture, March 2023

“Ephemeral Art and Materials: Sugar Sculpture.” Invited Lecture for undergraduate seminar, “Nonextant Art and the Early Modern World,” Reed College & Lewis and Clark College, February 2023

“The Colonial Visualities of the Modern British Royal Family.” Invited Lecture for the Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts: Howard University Internship Program, February 2023

“Marble Landscapes, Sugared Gardens: The Aestheticization of Sugar in Eighteenth-Century France.” Invited Lecture, University of Illinois Chicago, November 2022

“The Aestheticization of Sugar in Eighteenth-Century France.” Invited Lecture, Ohio State Department of Art History, November 2022

 “Documenting Sugarcane: Colonial Tromp-l’oeil in the Encyclopédie.” Myers Symposium: “New Directions in Eighteenth-Century Art, Colonialism, and Empire,” [co-organized with Thadeus Dowad] Northwestern University, Department of Art History, November 2022

 “Marble Landscapes, Sugared Gardens: Consuming Whiteness in the Hôtel Interior, 1730-1770.” The Newberry Library, Eighteenth-Century Seminar, May 2022

“Marbled Landscapes, Sugared Gardens, and the Eighteenth-Century Dining Table.” American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting; Panel: “Arts of the Table in Global Perspective” April 2022

“Porcelain, Material Culture, and Embodiment.” Invited lecture in conjunction with “Reimagining the Ballet des Porcelaines: A Story of Magic, Desire, and Exotic Entanglement,” Center for East Asian Studies, University of Chicago, March 2022

“Material Masquerade: Marbled Landscapes, Sugared Gardens.” College Art Association Annual Meeting; Panel: “Analogous Matter: Skeuomorphism as Method,” February 2022
 
“Lascivious Statues: Falconet and the Animation of Sculpture in Eighteenth-Century France.” Invited lecture in conjunction with the exhibition Inspiring Walt Disney: the Animation of the French Decorative Arts, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City, December 2021

“Diderot and the (Atomic?) Matter of Sculpture.” The Newberry Library, Center for Renaissance Studies symposium, “Elemental Forces,” May 2021

“Sculpting Whiteness on the Eighteenth-Century Dining Table.” The Association for Art History 2021 Annual Conference; Panel: “Race and Representation in the French Colonial Empire,” April 2021

“Sculpting Whiteness: Marble, Porcelain, and Sugar in Eighteenth-Century France.” American Society of Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting; Panel: “Anne Schroder New Scholars Session,” hosted by the Historians of Eighteenth-Century Art and Architecture, April 2021

“Sculpting Whiteness on the Eighteenth-Century Dining Table.” Invited lecture, Center for Visual Culture, Bryn Mawr College, March 2021

“The School of Falconet, or, the Decorative Statuette.” 50th Annual Middle Atlantic Symposium in the History of Art, University of Maryland and the Center for the Advanced Studies of the Visual Arts, March 2020

“Casting Replication: Sculpture and Porcelain Networks in Eighteenth-Century Paris.” The French Porcelain Society, “Ceramics as Sculpture,” Masterpiece London, June 2019

“Falconet’s Folds: Marble, Mollesse, and Whiteness in Eighteenth-Century French Sculpture.” Journée d’étude du Groupe de Recherche en Histoire de l’Art Moderne, “Le mou : saisir la mollesse de la matière au motif dans les arts visuels à l’époque moderne,” Institut National d’Histoire de l’Art, Paris, June 2018

“From the Salon to the Salon: Étienne-Maurice Falconet and the Gendering of Sculpture in Eighteenth-Century France.” American Society of Eighteenth-Century Studies Annual Meeting; Panel: “Gendered Materialities,” April 2017

“The Fashionable Paragone: Legros de Rumigny, Autié Léonard, and the Art of Female of Hairdressing in Eighteenth-Century France.” Association of Art Historians Post-Graduate Summer Symposium, University of York, June 2015

“Notre-Dame de Paris: Iconoclasm, Spoliation, and Sign Transformation in Revolutionary France.” University of Virginia French Graduate Conference, April 2014.


Peer Review

Reviewed article manuscript for Art Bulletin (2025, 2026)
Reviewed article manuscript for Art History (2025, 2026)
Reviewed article manuscript for New Literary History (2024)
Reviewed article manuscript for Third Text: Critical Perspectives in Contemporary Art and Culture (2022)

Professional Affiliations and Service

Newberry Library Eighteenth-Century Studies Seminar Selection Committee (2023-present)
Alice Kaplan Institute for the Humanities, Humanities Council, member at large (2022-2024)
Faculty Fellow, Hobart House (Women and Non-Binary Residential College) (2021-present)
Member of College Art Association
Member of Eighteenth-Century Art and Architecture
Member of American Society of Eighteenth-Century Studies
Member of the International Council of Museums

Community Work
Jane Austen’s 250th Birthday Celebration, hosted in collaboration with Northwestern’s Global Eighteenth-Century Colloquium, the Art History Department, and the English Department. December, 2025.
Audio guide, “Little Lady with Thick, Curved Plait, 1895” and “The Chatterboxes, 1897,” for the exhibition Camille Claudel, Art Institute of Chicago, The J. Paul Getty Museum, 2023
“Princess Diana, Fashion, and Feminism: a Conversation about a Controversial Icon.” Invited Lecture for the Northwestern College Feminists. January 17, 2023
“Lascivious Statues: Galatea’s Animation in Eighteenth-Century France.” Invited lecture, Alliance Française de Chicago, Symposium on the Arts of France: L’Art de la Séduction, April 2023
“The Colonial Visualities of the Modern British Royal Family.” Invited Lecture for Hobart House (Women’s Residential College), Northwestern University. October 21, 2022
“Les Influenceurs: Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun and Adélaîde Labille-Guiard.” Invited lecture, Alliance Française de Chicago, Symposium on the Arts of France, May 2022
